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dirty” with few questions
usually longer and more

s usually have broader application
s polls are used in political settings

Practically speaking, the two terms are generally
used interchangeably



JS0ll on LLolis’ — Iart 1

know, most national polls are
a sample of 1,000 adults. Do
le of this size accurately

‘nation's population or
"

say yes, 68% say no



J-oll on 1Lolls' = LLart 2

organizations make frequent
lection results. What is your
of how well they do: Do
think they are pret
time, or do you think their record is not
| very good?"

answer mostly right,
417 answer not very good.
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'small number o

e sample to represent a larger population




we cannot talk to everyone in

select a small n
our sample

1ber of people to poll -

And we accept that there will be some error in
our result, called the

- Margin of sampling error (MOSE)




viargim ot sampling Error(iVIWs k)

es how accurately the
he “true” sentiment of



AN EXamples..

ay Barack Obama is

‘ b
Jundling the sttuation in Irag
A Today/Gallup telephone poll, July 27-August 1, 2010)

ralue is somewhere between 38% and
- 44%, and this result would occur 95 out of 100
times



ple a set of questions (this
ightforward, based on math)

e sample to represent a larger population (this
es more work!)




sample that is
randomly selecte

re do we find a representative sample? At

all? The baseball stadium? A college
y S?

Home

- @ Randomization
- = Random Digit Dialing (RDD)
= Within-household selection
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/Vhiatas the population ofanterests

a“Likely voters”

= Actual voters (exit polls)



of silence
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t the economy is better than,
same as it was last year?

do you think is t
the nation?

 most important issue



most of the time

E never
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be posted at:

www.mpc.edu/ins

e information:
Ryan, Ph.D.
of Institutional Research

>eninsula College
-4035
- rryan@mp

N
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