
“The progress from an absolute to a limited 

monarchy, from a limited monarchy to a 

democracy, is a progress toward a true 

respect for the individual.” 

   -Henry David Thoreau, “Civil Disobedience” 
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Great Books  

and  

Civil Liberties 

Many of the assumptions by which Western 

democracies conduct their civic lives derive 

from classic texts, both fiction and non-fiction. 

This course discusses some of those works 

with readings and viewings that include Locke, 

Mill, Rousseau, Orwell, Tocqueville, Thoreau, 

King, Hanson, Harlan Ellison, Kurt Vonnegut, 

Ray Bradbury, Greg Lukianoff, and more. 

 


